questions for reflection

series: “(re)discovering God through Scripture”

The Bible is the story of how God has revealed Himself to the world. And yet sometimes when we
read the Scriptures, we don't hear anything new or fresh from the one who inspired them. Maybe
we have Sunday School answers from the Scriptures if we grew up in the church, or maybe we
have yet to learn what it looks like to meet God through his Word. In this series we will discover or
rediscover together the God who reveals Himself in the Scripture, and find the One about whom the
66-books of Bible were written.
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by Brian Gray on Tuesday February 3, 2009

What do you need to discover or rediscover about Jesus right now?
What is your favorite thing about Jesus? What about Jesus is challenging for you?
The word “gospel” literally means “good news.” For you, what is good about the good news of Jesus?

Each of the four gospels has a unique perspective based on the personalities and writing styles of the authors that God
used to record them.

Matthew: shows Jesus as the fulfillment of OT prophecy, focuses on the Kingdom movement of Jesus
Mark: the Cliff Notes of the gospel, sticks to the facts, emphasis is on the fact that Jesus was God

Luke: detailed, the most well-rounded historian, includes the perspectives of women, children, and the poor
John: the friend of Jesus, the right brain, the poet, the mystic, deep but often harder to grasp

Based on these brief descriptions of the gospels and your own experience from reading them, which one most resonates
with you and why?

Most stories are built on the same elements: a setting (characters and location), a problem to overcome, a climax of
solution, and a resolution.
- In the whole story of the Scriptures, what do they communicate as the problem of humanity to overcome?
- How do the Gospels paint Jesus as the climax of the story and the solution to those problems?

What do you know about what God is like through seeing him come as Jesus? Put another ways, if the Gospels didn't
exist, how would your understanding of God be incomplete?

Have you experienced silence from God? On what issues?
Does Jesus' coming as the fulfillment of God's Old Testament promises shape how you think about God's silence with
you?

Because of forgiveness offered through Christ, our past is always shorter than your future with God. Do you believe this?
Do you feel it? How does it impact you?

Are there areas of your life which you keep off limits to God addressing and changing?

God doesn't ever force belief on people, nor does he make himself so airtight and obvious that it eliminates our faith.
Interact with that idea in this thought from Philip Yancey: “If God merely wanted to make his existence known to every
person on earth, God would not hide. However, the direct presence of God would inevitably overwhelm our freedom, with
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sight replacing faith. God wants instead a personal knowledge that requires a commitment from the one who seeks to

know him.”

Read Mark 10:17-23. If Jesus were to ask you to give up something that you cherished as much as the man did his
riches, what would it be? How would you respond? Do you believe that Jesus would love you regardless of your answer?

Experiences in the Gospels
Pick the Gospel (based on style) that you would most resonate with. Read it through in one or two sittings and journal
about anything that strikes you.

Experiences in the Scriptures

During this series, people from TNL are reading a book called The Blue Parakeet. It is a book about how we
understand what we read in the Bible. If you’'d like to join others for a Wednesday night discussion group on
the book, go to www.tnl.org for details.

Consider reading the Bible through in a year. It takes about 2 hours a week to do. You can find a breakdown
of the passages for the day at http://www.oneyearbibleblog.com/

Journal about what you read in a passage...journaling may be the most practical form of meditation.

Choose one key word in the verse and think about it — what does it mean?

Read a verse several times through and place the stress on different words each time you read it. How does
that make concepts stand out to you more?

Rewrite a passage in your own words, and include personal application ideas.

If you don’t know where to start reading in the Bible, ask friends what their favorite books are and why.

Grab a friend or two, choose a book of the Bible, commit to reading it over a month, and meet once a week to
talk about your questions and observations.

There are a number of passages in the Bible about the Bible. Read them, including the context around them.
Consider their example to you. Journal about them. Pray about them.

Psalm 119:97-104, Joshua 1:1-9, Il Peter 1:16-21, 1l Timothy 3:10-17, Deut. 8:1-5, John 8:31-32,
Hebrews 4:12-13, | Peter 1:13-25, Deut. 30:11-20, Phil. 4:8-9, Deut 17:18-20, Luke 8:16-18, Proverbs 2, I
Timothy 2:15
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