questions for reflection

series: “(re)discovering God through Scripture”

The Bible is the story of how God has revealed Himself to the world. And yet sometimes when we
read the Scriptures, we don't hear anything new or fresh from the one who inspired them. Maybe
we have Sunday School answers from the Scriptures if we grew up in the church, or maybe we
have yet to learn what it looks like to meet God through his Word. In this series we will discover or
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rediscover together the God who reveals Himself in the Scripture, and find the One about whom the
66-books of Bible were written.

part 4:
“Prophecy”
by Dave Terpstra on Tuesday January 27, 2009

How much have you read and interacted with the books of prophecy (the last books of the OT)? What has your general
impression of them been? What is God like from what you know from the prophets?

How has God spoken to you in the past? How is God speaking to you now? (friends, church, work, family, relationships,
etc) What type of environment does God speak most clearly to you? (Silence, music, teaching, reading, etc.)

God spoke through the prophet Habakkuk to explain social justice, the silence of God, evil in the world, suffering, and
economics. What areas of your life would you like God to speak into? Circumstances? Relationships? Finances? More
importantly, what might he say?

Re-read the book of Habakkuk in one sitting. What are your big picture impressions of who God is? What he wants his
followers to be like?

The book of Habakkuk is focused on ideas from the past, present and future. In it, God consistently calls us to live by
faith. Reflect on these three questions:

Where has God brought you from?

Where does God have you now?

Where is God taking you?

A major theme of all the prophets, and especially Habakkuk, is listening to God. Consider these questions as you think
about your faith and our community lately:

What is God saying to me?

What might God be saying to my church [us]?

What are those things that God is saying that I/We don't want to hear?

In Habakkuk 1:1-4 the prophet spoke “plainly” with God. Re-read the passage and consider these questions.
What does it mean to speak “plainly” with God?
What kind of relationship would we create if we spoke “plainly” with God?
What kind of relationship would God create if we spoke “plainly” with him?

Habakkuk defined faith by “believing God will hear your request, by waiting for God to speak, and by accepting the
answers God gives you.” In Luke 19:40, Jesus said ‘I tell you, if they keep quite the rocks would cry out.” Based on both
of these ideas, consider these questions:

Do you believe that God hears your requests? Why?

How do we make our honest requests to God while sill rejoicing in our circumstances?

Why should we wait for God to speak?

(continued...)
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When accepting God's answers conflicts with our hopes and desires, what affect does that have towards our
faith?

When rejoicing is drowned out by our complaining of circumstances, how does that “skew” our view of God's providence
[in control]?

Experiences in the Scriptures

- During this series, people from TNL are reading a book called The Blue Parakeet. It is a book about how we
understand what we read in the Bible. If you’d like to join others for a Wednesday night discussion group on
the book, go to www.tnl.org for details.

- Consider reading the Bible through in a year. It takes about 2 hours a week to do. You can find a breakdown
of the passages for the day at http://www.oneyearbibleblog.com/

- Journal about what you read in a passage...journaling may be the most practical form of meditation.

- Choose one key word in the verse and think about it — what does it mean?

- Read a verse several times through and place the stress on different words each time you read it. How does
that make concepts stand out to you more?

- Rewrite a passage in your own words, and include personal application ideas.

- If you don’t know where to start reading in the Bible, ask friends what their favorite books are and why.

- Grab a friend or two, choose a book of the Bible, commit to reading it over a month, and meet once a week to
talk about your questions and observations.

- There are a number of passages in the Bible about the Bible. Read them, including the context around them.
Consider their example to you. Journal about them. Pray about them.

Psalm 119:97-104, Joshua 1:1-9, Il Peter 1:16-21, 1l Timothy 3:10-17, Deut. 8:1-5, John 8:31-32,
Hebrews 4:12-13, | Peter 1:13-25, Deut. 30:11-20, Phil. 4:8-9, Deut 17:18-20, Luke 8:16-18, Proverbs 2, I
Timothy 2:15
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