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Have you had any significant experiences through picking up and giving up things for Lent this year?

Dave noted that hypocrisy in the church leads people farther away from God. How have you experienced this yourself? 
Seen it in friends? Caused it yourself?

In what ways are you most hypocritical? In other words, where do you say you believe one thing but frequently live 
another?

Read Matthew 23 again.
- What are your reactions to Jesus' tone?
- Do you see yourself in Jesus' indictments of the Pharisees at all? How? More importantly, why do you find 

those attitudes or patterns at work in your life?
- What attitudes and patterns does Jesus commend as alternatives to those of the Pharisees? Are they 

suggestions that you need to hear as well?

According to a recent research study, “Eighty-five percent of young adults outside of Christian faith have had sufficient 
exposure to Christians and churches that they conclude present-day Christianity is hypocritical.” Put in numbers, 85% of 
nonbelievers know a committed Christian, and only 14% say they see any lifestyle difference between Christians and 
nonchristians. (From Barna research in UnChristian by Dave Kinnaman)

- What are your thoughts and reactions?
- What needs to change in the Church?
- What needs to change in you?

People claim they are turned off to Christianity by Christian hypocrisy, yet they are allowing something that Jesus deeply 
agrees about keep them from him. How can we winsomely address that irony and divide through our relationships and 
words?

Dave noted that we often get defensive about our hypocrisy or shortcomings by pointing to two different groups of people 
– saints who can better model faith than we can, or sinners who are much worse than we are.

- Why do people tend to do that? 
- What is wrong with that reaction?
- Can you say and live the idea from Paul, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”
- What makes that statement hard for most of us?

series: “Things We Need to Hear Jesus Say”
We know that often we only hear what we want to hear when someone is talking, but what about 
Jesus? Do we already have an idea of what he might be saying to us before we begin to listen? Do 
we truly listen and hear what Jesus says? This seven-week Lenten series will engage moments in 
Scripture where Jesus speaks words we need to hear.

part 2:
“Woe to you hypocrites”
by Dave Terpstra on Tuesday March 3, 2009

questions for reflection
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A typical Christian reaction to Matthew 23 and the idea of personal hypocrisy is to want to try harder to live better. But 
perhaps the better reaction is to work to eliminate the expectation that we have it all together and consistently live how 
God wants us to. What do you need to do to change that expectation?

Why is it hard for many people to be vulnerable? To admit their faults and weaknesses? To be in a process as opposed to 
being people who appear to have arrived?

Why is people-pleasing such a powerful force at work in most of us?
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Scripture where Jesus speaks words we need to hear.
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