
welcome to the next level church
If this is your first time to TNL please take one of the Information Cards as they pass; we would 
like to send you a note to thank you for coming and send you some more information about our 
church. The Information Cards and envelopes may be placed in the silver buckets as you leave. 
Visit us at www.tnl.org or call (303) 422-3777

FIRST:LINK EVENT: CORN MAZE, OCTOBER 18th
On Sunday, Oct 18, join other parents, kids, and FIRST:LINK volunteers from 10 AM – Noon 
at the Corn Maze at Chatfield. Cost is $5 for adults and kids 3 or older. For information or to 
sign-up, come to the FIRST:LINK table on Tuesday or email Becky Rinehart at beckylee712@
mac.com.

TNL UGANDA TEAM
A team from TNL (Greg & Lauren Owen, Jared Mackey, and Matt Paulsen) will be in Uganda 
Oct 19 - Nov 2 to work alongside the grassroots non-profit Come, Let’s Dance. TNL has sent 
several teams to Uganda and currently Jennie Otte and Morgan Johnson, who have attended TNL, 
are both working full-time with CLD. The team will be visiting the CLD Children’s Home that 
provides care for over 40 children as well as sponsoring two projects: 

1. The Farm – A self-sustaining agricultural and livestock center that will include fish ponds, 
poultry houses, and housing for workers and staff. One of the initial aspects of infrastructure 
needed is a tree line to protect the land from intruders. Cost - $2,000.00
2. Village Outreach – Travel with the Ugandan CLD staff on a 2-day village outreach that 
includes relief projects, delivery of resources, assessment of needs, and a village wide celebra-
tion meal. Cost - $1,000.00

 
All support can be contributed to TNLC c/o Uganda Team and is tax deductible. The TNL Ugan-
da Team will be updating a blog about their experiences at www.FriendsofUganda.blogspot.com. 

NOT FOR SALE TOUR
The founder of the Not For Sale campaign David Batstone who has spoken at TNL about human 
trafficking and modern day slavery will be in Denver for the Backyard Abolitionist Tour. This is a 
free event that uses film and music that will inspire and inform you in how to become an effective 
abolitionist in your own backyard. The event is Wednesday, October 21, 7:00pm, at the Temple 
Events Center, 1595 Pearl Street (1 block North of Colfax and Pearl). For more information visit 
www.notforsalecampaign.org. 

Last Month’s Giving:
Month to Date Giving:
“200” Giving to Date:

Unavailable
Unavailable
$51,878+

Annual Giving Budget:
Monthly Budget:
Weekly Budget:

$420,000
$35,000
$8,077

TNLC’s current budget period 
is from July 1, 2009 through 
June 2010.
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“HopES and FEARS ON WORK”
by Brian Gray

I wanted to be a lot of things when I grew up – too many things over the years for anyone 
to consider me “driven.” When I finally settled on a career path in heart research, I pursued 
the experience, education, and mentoring that would let me work in that field. I was good 
at what I did, but it turned out that research only captured my mind. It ignored the rest of 
the way God wired me. I dreaded going to work on Monday. I feared that the rest of my life 
would involve limping toward the next paycheck despite my discontentment. “Working for 
the weekends” just like everyone else.
 
Something needed to change. My work attitude? My discipline to just grind it out? My hopes 
that a job could be fulfilling? Turns out it was my entire career path.
 
I wanted to do something that connected with more dimensions of who I was: intellectual, 
emotional, relational, spiritual, creative. Job fulfillment trumped everything else – status, pay, 
career ease, fear of failure, the insecurity of still not knowing what I wanted to be now that I 
was grown up. Leaving research for a pastoral career was drastic, if not comical.
 
Suddenly I didn’t hate Mondays – I loved them. So much so that I became a workaholic. 
Lines between work and life started blending. Too many hours. Too little rest. All in the 
name of passion and calling. I was finally driven, but driven can be a dangerous thing.
 
It happens to many people who are not committed to doing hard work – not hard work on 
the job, hard work of the soul. Keeping our sense of value from being defined through job 
performance. Choosing Kingdom living over office politics. Having the faith to not take 
work home at night. Seeing the job as a place to re-create at and not just recreate after. Bear-
ing fruit instead of being productive – or worse yet, being busy.
 
Pastor. Banker. Stay at home parent. Electrician. Teacher. We all face the same pitfalls with 
work if it isn’t deeply informed by our spiritual life. 
 
When we talk with God about our vocation, what are we imagining together? How many 
hours a week does God want us working? How are we ruthlessly pursuing our work-life bal-
ance? Who are we supposed to be serving through our work and at our workplace? How is 
our career our mission to the world?
 
Not only has my job changed over the years, my approach to work has changed and is chang-
ing still. Instead of wondering what I’m going to be when I grow up, I’m wondering who 
God is asking me to become as I’m growing up.We have an idea of what our life could be. We even have glimpses of the deep beauty and goodness 

that our lives should be. But some days - and sometimes everyday - our fears darken our hopes and 
cage our dreams.

This fall we begin a series leading into TNL at Crooked Creek where we look towards what God’s 
plans and promises are for us as a community and as the individuals who follow Him.


