
welcome to the next level church
If this is your first time to TNL please take one of the Information Cards as they pass; we would 
like to send you a note to thank you for coming and send you some more information about our 
church. The Information Cards and envelopes may be placed in the silver buckets as you leave. 
Visit us at www.tnl.org or call (303) 422-3777

Connect with a home group
Been around TNL for a while and looking for a place to build relationships? Want to know and 
care for others while being known and cared for? Want to create spiritual community within your 
geographic community? Check out the TNL Home Group in your neighborhood. Immediately 
following TNL, our Home Group leaders will be available down the hall in the Fireside Room to 
meet you and tell you a bit about the group in your area. You can also read more about our Home 
Groups at www.tnl.org/homegroups.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: TNLC OFFICE MOVE
Tomorrow, Wednesday September 30th, we will continue packing up our current office and mov-
ing everything into our new space at 3220 S. Acoma. We are looking for people who can help us 
during morning, afternoon, and evening shifts. Sign-up in advance at the Information Table after 
TNL, or email Community Pastor Brian Gray with any questions at bgray@tnl.org.

dedication of children
Next Tuesday, October 6th, we will have a Child Dedication ceremony during TNL for our fami-
lies. A Dedication of Children allows families to publically declare their intent and hope to raise 
their children in a way that honors God and their kids. The public nature of the ceremony invites 
our community into sharing that responsibility. If you would like more information on what the 
ceremony entails and on how to participate, email Community Pastor Brian Gray at
bgray@tnl.org by tomorrow, Oct 1st.

Last Month’s Giving:
Month to Date Giving:
“200” Giving to Date:

$30,634
$30,207
$51,878

Annual Giving Budget:
Monthly Budget:
Weekly Budget:

$420,000
$35,000
$8,077

TNLC’s current budget period 
is from July 1, 2009 through 
June 2010.
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“Hoping in a father”
by Craig Dodge

Jesus was on to something when he said you must become like little children to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. The faith of a child is full, pure, and unconditional. They place it whole-
heartedly, even in imperfect parents.  Last week my two year old son, Luke, was standing at 
the top of a staircase waiting for me. I thought he just wanted me to hold his hand to help 
him down the stairs, but he had a different plan. As I came near he started falling forward 
down the stairs as if he were doing the Nestea plunge in reverse. It never even entered his 
mind that I wouldn’t catch him, he trusted me. 

Aside from making my heart go from zero to sixty in 2.2 milliseconds, it got me thinking 
about what it is to trust fully in the hope of a father. I was not prepared nor expecting him to 
thrust himself forward. As an imperfect human Dad, I might not have been able to get there 
in time to catch him, but that never factored into his thinking. He knew and trusted entirely 
in his daddy. He knew that I was there and he knew that I would catch him.  I may not be 
completely deserving of his faith in me, however his hope in me is so complete that he was 
moved to faith. I want that kind of hope in my life when I need to fall into God.

My hope in God is too often based on the concept my mind has built of who God is, and 
that concept is far too meager. Due to the limits of my human brain, no matter how big I 
imagine God to be, I will always sell him short. God is big, God is powerful, and he loves us 
more than we can possibly imagine.

As an earthly father I will fail my son more often than I care to admit, but our heavenly 
father will never fail us. He will never be too small to solve any problem. We have a God 
who has a love for us so wide, long, high, and deep that our puny brains can’t even compre-
hend it, and yet we worry if he will be big enough to help us find a job or find a spouse or 
whatever today’s worry might be that we subconsciously decide he can’t do. I have a secret 
that shouldn’t be so secret. He can do it. God is big and he has a big love for us. Huge, even.  
Isn’t it time to stand at the top of the stairs in our life and lean forward? God will catch us, 
he’s good like that. 

Ephesians 3:20 “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”

We have an idea of what our life could be. We even have glimpses of the deep beauty and goodness 
that our lives should be. But some days - and sometimes everyday - our fears darken our hopes and 
cage our dreams.

This fall we begin a series leading into TNL at Crooked Creek where we look towards what God’s 
plans and promises are for us as a community and as the individuals who follow Him.


