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" Invisible Children Documentary: Fnday, Ma.tch 27&&
The Rescue of Joseph Kony’s Child Soldiers is a documentary by Invisible Chil
ing the history of the crisis and war in Uganda. Following the screening there

~ about the situation in Uganda including Wendy Mobeck, a teacher from TNLW o spdngls r; :
summers in northern Uganda with Inv151ble Children. The content of the ﬁlm is seml us 2

Royal Family Kids Camp: Applications Due March 3 ;Sﬁ' 5

TNL & Royal Family Kids Camp provide a week of residential summer camp

for abused and neglected children in the Denver area who are in contact with

Services and in most cases in foster care. If you are interested in being a counse

please remember that applications are due Tuesday, March 31. Interv1ews-a
for camp will begin in April. For more information about RFKC contact
beckylee712@mac.com.

Teaching Core Pastor Update -;.
For more information regarding our new Teaching Core
visit www.tnl.org/newpastor. ,

o
TNL Office and Warehouse
The Next Level Church is pursuing the purchase of an office building' Over
we have been renting office space, but we now have the opportunity to'pq
save on rent. We are under contract for a bu1ld1ng behind the Gothic Theate

out www. tnl org/acoma.
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For Your Information oy
Last Month’s Giving: ~ $32,214 Annual Giving Budget: $423 000
Month to Date Giving: $23,976 Monthly Budget: $35,250
YTD Budget: $282,000  Weekly Budget: $8,135 % t—; -
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YTD Income: $267,733 e
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We know that often we only hear what we want to hear when someone is talking

but what about Jesus? Do we already have an idea of what he might be saying to us

before we begin to listen? Do we truly listen and hear what Jesus says?
This seven-week Lenten series will engage moments in Scripture where

Jesus speaks words we need to hear.
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The stories within TNL come from a spectr;lm of experience with God and His Church.
| We want you to hear from those who call TNL home, using their words to tell their stories of
faith. Each week a different writer will reflect on their experience with the Scripture
and content of the evening. y

“What good is it for you to gain the whole world, yet forfeit your soul?” — Mark 8:36

This is the paradox of Christianity: by giving up ourselves for the sake of God, we find
our true selves...by losing, we gain...by surrendering, we are victorious!

This “forfeiting of our souls” concept is central to Jesus’ most documented saying, reiter-
ated in Luke 9:24: “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for me will save it,” “Forfeiting our souls” is as central to Jesus’ teachings as “being
accepted here just as you are” and the idea of “community”is central to TNL. Just like it
would be hard for us to say we are a committed member of TNL without adopting these
" ideologies, it is just as essential to consistently give up ourselves for the sake of Christ if
we call ourselves a committed disciple of Christ.

S Wehad better take this idea to heart if we want to be serious about following Christ.

I think it’s impossible to grasp why this is even fathomable without going back to the
beginning. We were made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26). We were made in His image and
itis that image living inside of us that gives us our true purpose and identity. More than

that; this “forfeiting of our souls” is the WAY we can project God to the outside world

and thus fulfill our purpose. Colossians 1:16 tells us that “ALL things were created by
i God and for God.” It’s not about us, but about Him.

e must be cautious, as well, about taking this verse so literally that we don't exercise our

sunique gifts and talents for Him, but stifle them in an attempt to die to ourselves. Psalms
B7Z4says, Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.”
Again, we are found by first surrendering to Him.

believe our constant check should be our motives and methods. Are we doing things
our selfishigain using our selfish nature OR are we doing things for God by allowing Him
towork in and through us? I think the only way we can do this is to have an ongoing
conversation with God throughout the day to continually remind us of our dependence.
IIhisSforfeiting of our souls” is so contrary to our independent, control freak, I-can-do-it-
on-my-own mentality, but it is the only way we fulfill our true purpose and
why God has us here.

Kylesiinsingerhis wife Faith lead the Northwest Denver Home Group. They work with TINL Middle
School on Tuesday nights and also participate with Royal Family Kids Camp.
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